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JOSE AVONCE
Leverett House | Class of 2019
Hometown: Costa Mesa, CA
Concentration(s): Romance Languages and Literatures
Research Interest/Area: Chinese Immigrant Experiences in the Wake of Sinophobia and
Nationalism during the Mexican and Cuban Revolutions

I am a proud Mexican-American, first-generation student from Southern California. An
awareness of what it means to be Mexican, American, Latino and the many combinations in
between is an important, personal process informed by experiences and the arts. Studying
literature is a way to understand my own Latino identity, and to learn how others have forged
their own identities. Through my research, I hope to use art and literature to explore Chinese
Immigrants identities during the Mexican and Cuban Revolutions.

TEZ CLARK
Adams House | Class of 2018
Hometown: Tokyo, Japan
Concentration(s): Philosophy
Research Interest/Area: Ethics of Belief

My research in centers on the intersections of epistemology, metaethics, and ethics. Last
summer, I was supported by the SHARP-Houghton Fellowship as I catalogued the edits in
several of W.V. Quine's papers, including "Epistemology Naturalized." I have also received
grants through Schlesinger Library, the WGS department, and have been a participant in the
UCSD Summer Program for Women in Philosophy and the Summer Immersion Program at
Brown. Outside of research, I work as a Peer Research Fellow with the Harvard Library, am
co-Dialogue Chair for the Asian American Women's Association, and am a member of the
Student Advisory Committee for the Committee on Ethnicity, Migration, and Rights.

AISHA BHOORI
Pforzheimer House | Class of 2018
Hometown: Middletown, NJ
Concentration(s): English
Research Interest/Area: "Imaginary Homelands": Literary Representations of the South Asia
and Muslim Diaspora

The child of Pakistani immigrants, Aisha is interested in creating literary representations of the
South Asian and Muslim diaspora. How does a longing for the “imaginary homeland” manifest
across generations of immigrant families, for instance, and how is melancholy or disorientation
culturally inherited? For her thesis, Aisha is writing a linked short-story collection that takes
place in, and centers around characters from, “Little Pakistan”—a Pakistani-American
community living on Coney Island Avenue in Brooklyn, NY. She hopes to continue writing
similar narratives after Harvard and to spread literature’s power of empathy through teaching.

GEORGE (MILES) COUNTS
Quincy House | Class of 2018
Hometown: Charlestown, SC
Concentration(s): History and Literature
Research Interest/Area: Black Image-making and Literary Homebuilding in the Post Civil-
Rights Era South

I've spent all of my life in the American Southeast. Its complicated history and striking
iconography has sparked my lifelong interest in how pieces of visual culture can serve as
artistic technologies through which marginalized people can understand their personal
histories and communities. I'm passionate about all forms of narrative art and storytelling,
especially cinema and fiction. When not studying, I write and joke about family, geography,
national belonging, and black masculinity. Much to my constant disappointment, I am a fan of
the Carolina Panthers.



JENNA GRAY
Leverett House | Class of 2019
Hometown: Philadelphia, PA
Concentration(s): Sociology and Studies of Women, Gender, & Sexuality
Research Interest/Area: Identity Formation and Social Mobility among Low-Income People of
Color

Northwest Philadelphia born and raised, I love talking about race, class, and gender all the
time, particularly through the lens of social inequalities. I enjoy reading, writing, and talking
about black cultural commentary, conceptions of whiteness and masculinity, and racialized
and gendered media portrayals. Among a multitude of ever-changing interests, I hope to study
the individual and structural factors that determine how people understand their race and
gender as part of their identity. Through my research, I hope to reveal pathways to social
mobility and empowering marginalized people to overcome the circumstances into which they
are born.

OLUTOYIN (OLU) DEMUREN
Dudley House | Class of 2018
Hometown: Virginia Beach, VA
Concentration(s): Environmental Science and Public Policy
Research Interest/Area: Interdisciplinary study of ecotourism as an environmental, social, and
economic system in Dominica

Born of two Nigerian immigrants, I grew up in Southeastern Virginia, surrounded by a variety of
beautiful ecosystems that I felt charged to protect. This love for the environment has fed into
my other passions for intersectional justice on this campus and in the world. Through my study
of environmental science and public policy, I have become extremely interested in the ideas of
social-environmental-economic systems like tourism, agriculture, and "development". I hope
to apply my passion for social and environmental justice to studying and protecting a world
that is increasing need of resilience.

EDEN GIRMA
Dudley House | Class of 2018
Hometown: Madison, WI
Concentration(s): Astrophysics and Mathematics
Research Interest/Area: Transient stellar phenomena

I am an aspiring astrophysicist and mathematician, trying to build meaningful connections
between work as a scientist and life as a socially minded human being. Through my studies of
celestial phenomena, I hope to not only extend the imagination and knowledge of a larger
scientific community, but fuel visions that radically re-imagine human capability and cosmic
connection. It is a process of melding together a capacity for creativity and inquiry that
define the most revolutionary of scientists and artists.

MADISON JOHNSON
Pforzheimer House | Class of 2018
Hometown: Columbus, GA
Concentration(s): History and Literature
Research Interest/Area: Black Theatre and Performance

I make and research black theatre and performance. I am particularly interested in queer and
trans black southern narratives and in the historiography of black theatre. I am working to find
and make liberation for myself and my people in the academy and the theatre—two spaces
with fraught histories and complex power structures. I also write plays and poetry.



ANSHI MORENO JIMENEZ
Currier House | Class of 2019
Hometown: Yantzaza, Ecuador/Boston,MA
Concentration(s): Social Studies
Research Interest/Area: Human migration

Immigration, a constant and a variable in my life, is central to my research. Vine a Boston
from a mountain village en Ecuador hablando el Quechua-Español. Juntos, my parents and I
migrated while trying to hold on to our raíces in Boston,MA. I want to challenge the idea that
migration happens only when necessary. We must hold western countries accountable for
forced migration but also view migration/movement as being a human tendency/right. I want
to uncover why humans migrate and its implication on immigration policy.

IMAN MASMOUDI
Mather House | Class of 2018
Hometown: Charlotte, NC
Concentration(s): Social Studies
Research Interest/Area: Modern Implications of Changes in Traditional Islamic Pedagogy

Iman is in the class of 2018 studying Social Studies with a focus on Islamic Studies. She grew
up in Charlotte, North Carolina and visited her extended family in Tunisia every summer. She
enjoys studying Arabic, trying to learn to play musical instruments, and talking about
interesting ideas with wonderful friends.

KAI MATEO
Dudley House | Class of 2018
Hometown: Oceanside, CA
Concentration(s): Social Studies
Research Interest/Area: Intergroup Unity in Post-Trump Progressive Organizing

I grew up in Southern California. I did my first two years of undergrad at Deep Springs College.
Since coming to Harvard, I have studied political organizing.

ANTHONY MUNSON
Mather House | Class of 2019
Hometown: Dallas, TX
Concentration(s): Physics and Mathematics
Research Interest/Area: Quantum mechanics in curved spacetime

Anthony is an aspiring theoretical physicist who hopes to one day articulate the forms of
nature’s architecture through the language of mathematics. Despite this, he first and foremost
considers himself a thinker, and one day hopes to accrue enough books for his place of
residence to become a fire hazard.



CAMILA ORTIZ
Quincy House | Class of 2019
Hometown: Davis, CA
Concentration(s): History and Literature
Research Interest/Area: The Role of Beauty in the Political Resistance of Women of Color

I am an aspiring scholar and artist with roots in Davis, California and Buenos Aires, Argentina. I
am interested in exploring issues of racial formation, gender identity, and diaspora, particularly
as they relate to beauty. I am passionate about creating spaces of resistance within academic
and artistic communities, and hope to bring this passion to my work as a Mellon fellow.

ANWAR OMEISH
Lowell House | Class of 2019
Hometown: Fairfax, VA
Concentration(s): Social Studies
Research Interest/Area: Colonization/Decolonization and Liberation Theologies in the Muslim
World

Anwar is a Libyan- and Muslim-American student, poet, and activist. Growing up in a
politically active Muslim-American family, Anwar has always been interested in faith-based
activism and how Islam has been and can be mobilized as a theology of liberation. Her
research lies at the intersection of Islamic studies, postcolonial studies, and social movement
theory. In addition to this research and organizing with the Student Labor Action Movement,
the Phillips Brooks House Association, the Harvard Islamic Society, and the Anti-
Islamophobia Network, Anwar likes performing slam poetry and embroidering various
surfaces.

WILLIAM (WILL) OH
Currier House | Class of 2018
Hometown: Santa Clarita, CA
Concentration(s): Social Anthropology, Seconday in Ethnicity, Migration, and Rights
Research Interest/Area: Korean and Latinx Immigrant Laborers Working in the Korean 
Supermarket in Koreatown, LA

I am the proud son of Korean immigrants and also a proud brother. If I have seen further, it is
only because I have stood on the shoulder of giants who have supported, nurtured, and lifted
me up. I want to always pay it forward and am working towards a world where there is
enough sun for everyone. Through my research, I hope to be part of a tradition of knowledge
production that dares to rewrite dominant narratives of power that affirm that all persons are
worthy of dignity and love. Through this commitment, I seek to be part of a compassionate
social justice that heals and restores.

CRISTINA PARAJÓN
Kirkland House | Class of 2018
Hometown: Managua, Nicaragua
Concentration(s): Sociology and Government
Research Interest/Area: Gossip and Contraceptive Access; Sexual and Reproductive Adolescent 
Health

I was born in New Mexico but moved to the beautiful, tropical Nicaragua when I was 5 years old.
Despite its beauty, Latin America-- and my country especially-- is afflicted with economic and
social inequality. I was always aware of this fact while I straddled two worlds: the poor rural areas
(where I spent my summers) and the privileged city (where I went to school). My identity has
always been a mix of cultures as ethnically I am Nicaraguan, Scottish, and Taiwanese. While at
Harvard, I discovered all the classes I chose to take happened to be sociology. Now as a
concentrator, I hope to use my classroom knowledge to research barriers to empowerment for
girls in Nicaragua. In my free time I love to play frisbee, paint, bike, and dance. My dream for Latin
America would be to see education transformed for greater class and gender equality.



SEBASTIAN REYES
Adams House | Class of 2019
Hometown: Mission Viejo, CA 
Concentration(s): Government and Slavic Languages and Literatures 
Research Interest/Area: The role of non-elites in post-Soviet political systems

Hailing from sunny Orange County, CA, Sebastian is the queer, mixed-race son of a Filipino
immigrant father and a mother from rural Ohio. He has no personal connection to the region
that he studies, except a deep desire to understand it. He is particularly interested in how
power is exercised in Russia and other post-Soviet states. On campus, he is an editor at the
Harvard Political Review and a writer for the Harvard Gazette.

LYNNEA SHUCK
Currier House | Class of 2019
Hometown: Fremont, CA 
Concentration(s): Social Studies, Secondary in English 
Research Interest/Area: Transcendentalism, Literary and Philosophical Romanticism, 
Contemporary Political Theory

For as long as I can remember, I have loved hiking the hills and shorelines surrounding the
San Francisco Bay Area. I am excited to be combining my love of the outdoors with political
theory by examining the philosophical origins of environmental thought. I am also interested
in the investigation of environmental issues through the lens of contemporary political theory.

CECIL WILLIAMS II
Leverett House | Class of 2019
Hometown: Elk Grove, CA
Concentration(s): Folklore and Mythology
Research Interest/Area: What Are We Here For? Dreaming of California from within.

Snowy ranges, fertile valleys, rugged coastlines and low lying deserts endow the Golden
State with a uniquely magical romance. "Topography" in its Greek root means "the theory of
places". California's physical and metaphysical presence prey on angst, allowing outsiders to
reimagine their lives as something better. The idea of California has become synonymous
with the possibility of self-actualization. These physical and transcendental qualities have
made California a charming storyteller. I study these narratives, how they have shaped the
Californian experience over time and continue to do so today.

RUBEN REYES, JR.
Leverett House | Class of 2019
Hometown: Diamond Bar, CA
Concentration(s): History and Literature
Research Interest/Area: Central American Latino Literature and Cultural Citizenship

I was born and raised in Southern California and grew up in an immigrant household. Having
travelled between El Salvador and the United States throughout my childhood has shaped my
worldview and heavily influences my academic interests. I’ve been a lifelong reader and, more
recently, a creative writer which drives my passion of Latinx literature. My most rewarding
extracurricular involvements have been nonprofit work through Best Buddies, an organization
that fosters friendships between people with and without disability, and The Harvard Crimson,
where I serve as the editorial chair.
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