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FELLOWSHIP INFORMATION: 

The Laura Houghteling Memorial Fellowship provides one or two awards each year to students planning 

a career in elementary or secondary education. 

 

Eligibility: 

Harvard graduating seniors of any nationality who are receiving financial aid are eligible. 

 

Benefits: 

One or two fellowships of approximately $4000 may be awarded each year and must be used for the 

reduction of recipients’ student loan indebtedness. 

 

Selection Criteria: 

According to the Donors’ statement, 

 

“We, the friends and family of Laura Houghteling, have established this fund as a means both of 

preserving Laura’s spirit, and of sustaining one of the visions of social service that she had hoped 

herself to enact. Laura was committed to the idea of public service, and was exploring careers in 

women’s advocacy and children’s education. She worked after her graduation as a phone counselor at 

the Women’s Law Project in Philadelphia and, at Harvard, participated in the Radcliffe Women’s 

Leadership Conference and was a founding member of the Leverett House Women’s Issues Discussion 

Group. Her commitment to the ideals reflected by her involvement in these endeavors was only one of 

the reasons why she was loved and respected by so many people. For her, for us, and in the hopes that 

something positive can be born of the tragedy of her death, we decided to found this fellowship in her 

name. 

 

“We envision the ideal Houghteling Fellowship winner to be: a person who embodies Laura’s spirit in 

his or her wide range of interests, commitment to public service, and (especially) caring for young 

people. Academic achievement and degree of financial need may be taken into consideration in 

selecting fellowship winners, but the most important factor should be demonstrated commitment to, and 

qualifications for, a career in teaching. Anyone who plans a career in K-12 education and is on financial 

aid is invited to apply; preference shall be given to applicants interested in elementary education.” 
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY AND ORGANIZE THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS FOR YOUR 

APPLICATION: 

■ APPLICATION FORM 

Complete the online CARAT information, which will be compiled and displayed as your application cover 

sheet. 

■ CURRENT RESUME 

Indicate significant activities, achievements, and work experience in college that demonstrate your interests 

and potential achievements. Do not exceed one page. 

■ CURRENT UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT 

Download your unofficial transcript from my.harvard.edu. 

■ PERSONAL STATEMENT 

In 1,000 words or less, please discuss your interests in elementary or secondary education and how you plan to 

incorporate these interests into your career plans. (This scholarship is intended to help you with student loan 

forgiveness, so there is no other expectation for the use of the award.) 

■ ONE LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 

This letter should attest to your aptitudes and convictions in teaching, as well as on any personal attributes. 

Letters should be addressed to “The Laura Houghteling Memorial Scholarship Selection Committee” and 

submitted through CARAT by your recommender, following instructions they will receive once you designate 

them. (See below.) 

 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION AS FOLLOWS: 

1. LOG IN TO CARAT USING YOUR HARVARD KEY and confirm that your profile information is correct. 

2. BROWSE FOR THE APPOPRIATE OPPORTUNITY AND CLICK “APPLY” 

Fill out all required fields. 

3. REQUEST RECOMMENDATIONS (via “References” tab) 

You are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to solicit recommendations at least three weeks ahead of the 

application deadline. Once you have provided name (Last, First) and contact information for your 

recommenders, YOU MUST CLICK “Send Reference Request” under each recommender’s entry in order 

for CARAT to send the notification to your recommender’s email. “Save and Next” will NOT submit your 

recommendation requests. 

4. UPLOAD YOUR DOCUMENTS 

All documents must be submitted concurrently, in PDF format. No supplementary materials will be accepted. 

5. SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION (via “Submission” tab) 

Enter your HUID and click “Submit.” The date and time of your submission will be noted and late applications 

will not be accepted. 

 

If you or your recommenders have questions about this application or the online submission process, please 

contact the Office of Undergraduate Research and Fellowships at (617) 495-5095 or 

fellowships@fas.harvard.edu. 

 

◼ ◼ ◼ DEADLINE: THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2024 at 11:59pm (ET) ◼ ◼ ◼ 

https://carat.fas.harvard.edu/
mailto:fellowships@fas.harvard.edu

